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An eastern pipistrelle, which weighs 
less than a nickel, was captured and 
then tracked by scientists as it flew 
across western Wisconsin. WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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Tracking tiny flight paths 


Bat migration mystery may be solved with miniature transmitters 


Lee Bergquist Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Scientists in Wisconsin have successfully 
tracked the state’s smallest bat using an ultra-light 
transmitter that beamed its movement as the bat 
emerged from hibernation. 

The findings are significant and come at a time 
when researchers look for ways to best protect the 
eastern pipistrelle as its numbers plummet. 

The Department of Natural Resources said biol- 
ogists and volunteers followed a female eastern 


pipistrelle — which weighs less than a nickel — 
from a cave in Pierce County in early May to a 
roosting spot along the Mississippi River. 

The flight path: A virtual beeline to the river, 
where it flitted between the shorelines of Wiscon- 
sin and Minnesota and then settled into a birch 
tree to roost. In all, the bat flew about 35 miles ina 
little more than three hours. 

It was only one bat, but the results are expected 
to help the DNR better understand the behavior of 


See BATS, Page 10A 


LIGHTING 


People see “a better opportunity in the Midwest or see there’s a stronger 
legacy of success there. They see themselves being better at what they want 
to do with their lives being in Milwaukee.” 


Zach Brandon, president of the Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce 


Ethics 
leader 
wants 
probe 

to clear 
his name 


Members of both parties 
have praised Bell’s work 


Patrick Marley Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - The top staffer of the 
state Ethics Commission said Friday he 
has been unfairly maligned and asked 
his bosses to investigate him to clear his 
name. 

Administrator Brian Bell made the 
plea during a meeting of the bipartisan 
commission after members from both 
parties praised his work. 

i The development marked the latest 
escalation of the ongoing fight over Bell; 


Brewer Tyler Killips (left) and founder-brewer Kyle Vetter label beers for release later this month at 1840 
Brewing. See more photos and a video at jsonline.com/tap. MICHAEL SEARS / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Back 
Brew 
City 


Milwaukee 
attracts craft 
brewers due 
to its growth, 
influx of new 
customers 


See BELL, Page 10A 


Kathy Flanigan Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Kevin Wright was happy brewing at Hangar 24, one of the 
fastest-growing breweries in southern California, but he saw 
opportunity looming in his hometown. 

The California brewery was a great place, he said. But it 
wasn’t home. 

“You look everywhere else in the country and the last seven 
years had a crazy boom everywhere — but not Milwaukee,” 
Wright remembers thinking. “Man, there’s opportunity here to 
start something.” 

Wright and friend Andy Gehl opened Third Space Brewing, 
1505 W. St. Paul Ave., in September 2016. They weren't the only 
ones who saw an opportunity. That year, the number of brew- 
eries in Milwaukee doubled. 

Along with Tim and Toni Eichinger, who brought Black Husky 
Brewing from Pembine in Marinette County back to their Mil- 
waukee home, Wright and Gehl were among the first wave of 
brewers and/or brewery owners for whom Milwaukee was a 
homecoming. Skills honed in another city were tucked in a back 
pocket for an inevitable return. 

It’s called the boomerang effect, said Zach Brandon, presi- 
dent of the Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce. People 
leave town, build business credentials elsewhere and then come 
back. 

It’s not just a brewery thing, although the explosion of new 
breweries in the last two years might suggest there’s a connec- 
tion. 


What drove 
homicide 
spike in 
Milwaukee? 


Ashley Luthern Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


When homicides spiked in Milwau- 
kee and other cities two years ago, no 
one had a definitive answer for why. 

Some pointed to tensions between 
African-American communities and 
police as a contributing factor after 
high-profile police uses of force. 

But a recent federal study points to 
another, larger factor: the opioid crisis. 

Not only did local police departments 
report more drug-related homicides to 
the FBI in 2015 and 2016, but the number 
of white homicide victims and suspects 
rose, said Richard Rosenfeld, a crimi- 
See BREWERIES, Page 10A 


See STUDY, Page 7A 
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Business Sports 


Foxconn makes $60 million deposit 
toward giant manufacturing plant. 8A 


Tom Silverstein says Packers have no 
choice but to fire Dom Capers. 1B 
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